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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

1 . This action is responsive to the Amendments filed 8 June 2006. Claims 1-1 1 are 
pending. 



2. This application is in condition for allowance except for the following formal 
matters: 



Specification 

3. The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: 

In the amendments filed 27 November 2002, Applicant supplied formal drawings 
which have been accepted by the Examiner. However, Figures 4A-B, 8A-1 - 8A-4, 8B- 
1 - 8B-4, 8C-1 - 8C-4, 8D-1 - 8D-4 and 1 1 A-B are not listed in the "Brief Description of 
the Drawings." Furthermore, a new numbering convention is now used in an attempt to 
clarify the drawings. Applicant is asked to further apply this numbering convention to 
the "Detailed Description." 

Appropriate correction is required. 



Claim Objections 

4. Claims 1 and 2 are objected to because of the following informalities: 

(a) Claim 1 page 4 line 4, "comprising" should be - comprising: - 

(b) Claim 2 page 4 line 1 , "time" should be - time. - 
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Appropriate correction is required. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

5. Claims 3-1 1 are allowed. 



6. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

Claims 3-1 1 are allowable over the prior art because a method for presenting 
system performance to a user in a mass storage system having a plurality of disk drive 
storage elements controller by a disk drive controller, said controller receiving 
commands and data from and returning at least data to a plurality of host computers, 
said method comprising: executing at a plurality of said host computers a test request 
by sending commands to said mass storage system in a coordinated time synchronized 
fashion, and presenting said accumulated data, in a graphical plot format, for enabling 
the visualization of trends in the performance of said mass storage system as a function 
of at least one selected parameter, in response to said host generated commands is not 
found, taught or suggested in the prior art of record. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 



Conclusion 
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7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

(a) Lally et al. teach a graphical user input interface for testing performance of a 
mass storage system. 

(b) Goguen et al. teach post test data processing of a mass storage system. 

8. Prosecution on the merits is closed in accordance with the practice under Ex 
parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11,453 O.G. 213. 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this action is set to expire TWO 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this letter. 

9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Mary Kate B. Baran whose telephone number is (571) 
272-221 1 . The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday from 9:00 am to 
6:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Marc S. Hoff can be reached on (571 ) 272-221 6. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



26 June 2006 



MARC S. HOFP R 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 28C0 




